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requires submission of a report to the Con-
gress whenever the President submits a re-
quest for funds for continued operations of
U.S. forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In connection with my Administration’s re-
quest for funds for FY 2000, the attached
report fulfills the requirements of section
1203 of the Act.

I want to emphasize again my continued
commitment to close consultation with the
Congress on political and military matters
concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina. I look
forward to continuing to work with the Con-
gress in the months ahead as we work to es-
tablish a lasting peace in the Balkans.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 12, 1999.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee Dinner
May 12, 1999

Thank you so much. Thank you. Ladies
and gentlemen, I want to join those who have
spoken before and thank everyone, from our
entertainers to the caterers to the servers,
everyone who made this wonderful evening
possible.

I want to thank Senator Torricelli for tak-
ing on the leadership of the Democratic Sen-
ate Campaign Committee. It is often a thank-
less task; but we have to recruit good can-
didates, and then they have to be able to get
their message out. If it weren’t for you, the
second part couldn’t occur. I want to thank
Senator Murray, who won a heroic battle for
reelection in the last election season, when
many people thought it would not happen,
and she won and won big, and she deserved
to.

And I want to thank our leader, Tom
Daschle. It is in no small measure because
of the way he held our Democrats together
and the way he spoke for and to ordinary
Americans from his position in the Senate
that we did so well in the last election, and
we’ll do even better in 2000. I am honored
every day I get to work with him in our lead-
ership effort.

Now, you’ve all had a good time tonight,
and the last thing you need is another long

speech. But I would like to try to emphasize
something Senator Torricelli said and make
a real point that I hope you can leave with.

Tomorrow morning, when you’re doing
whatever else you’re doing, if someone asks
you why you were here tonight, you could
say, ‘‘Well, I wanted to hear the band,’’ or,
‘‘I wanted to taste the food,’’ or, ‘‘I work for
somebody that made me go’’—[laughter]—
or whatever else. I would hope you could
give a better answer. And I would hope you
could tell people why you believe it’s impor-
tant that our party continue to do well and
that we win more seats in the Senate until
we win the majority back.

You know, I’m gratified by what Senator
Torricelli said about our record. I’m gratified
that we’ve got the longest peacetime expan-
sion in history and over 18 million new jobs
and that millions of children are getting
health insurance and 90 percent of our kids
are immunized against serious diseases for
the first time, and we’ve set aside more land
in permanent protection than any adminis-
tration, except those of Franklin and Theo-
dore Roosevelt. I’m gratified by all that.

But what you must understand is that even
when we have been in the minority in the
Congress, most of what has been achieved
in this administration would not have been
possible without the support of the Demo-
crats in the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives. They deserve a full measure of
credit for every good thing that has happened
in the last 61⁄2 years.

The second thing I want to say is, it’s very
flattering, now that I can’t run for reelection
anymore, for Senator Torricelli or someone
else to say that I did a pretty good job leading
our country. But what we did in 1993, as
a result of the vote in 1992, was to bring
back old values and to bring new ideas to
the American people. And it was the com-
bination of reaffirming our devotion to op-
portunity for all, for responsibility from all
citizens, for the idea of an American commu-
nity in which every good person could be a
part, and the new ideas to prove we could
reduce the deficit and balance the budget
and still double spending on education and
the environment; to prove that we could im-
prove the economy and improve the environ-
ment at the same time; to prove that we
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could value the individual and still say, ‘‘What
brings us together across all the lines that
divide us is more important; our community
is what makes us great;’’ to give entre-
preneurs a chance to make a lot of money
and the stock market a chance to grow and
still say that we can’t rest until we’ve given
every American community a chance to be
a part of the American dream. It was those
ideas that brought America back. And that’s
why in the year 2000, when I will not be
on the ballot, it will be as important as it
has ever been for the Democrats to do better
and better and better so that those ideas can
be made real in the lives of every American
citizen.

We’ve got a lot on our plate this year and
next year: saving Social Security and Medi-
care; paying our debt down so we can keep
interest rates down; continuing to strive for
educational excellence and education oppor-
tunity; many other things. But because of the
traumas that we have been through in Amer-
ica in the last few weeks and because of the
conflict in Kosovo, I would like to ask you
to think about one thing as I close.

And that is this: It is supremely ironic, par-
ticularly for all these young people here, that
when we dream about the 21st century, we
dream about a time when people of all ethnic
and racial and religious configurations will be
working together in our country and around
the world. We dream about capitalizing on
this fabulous explosion of technology. You
can have pen-pals in Mongolia, in Cameroon,
and wherever else. We think the world will
be stronger and smaller and at our fingertips,
and how wonderful it will be.

And yet, the only real cloud looming over
the world today is the oldest demon of
human society, the weakness of people when
together to fear and hate and harm those who
are different from us, by race or ethnicity
or religion or in some other way.

Now, what we have to do is to say to our-
selves, we will be purged of that. That’s why
it’s important that we pass this hate crimes
legislation. That’s why it’s important that we
pass the employment and nondiscrimination
act. That’s why it’s important that we move
in Washington to take sensible steps to pro-
tect all our children from the dangers of
guns. I’m very disappointed that the Senate

today did not vote to have background checks
at these gun shows, like the people of Florida
voted to do it. That’s part of our community.

In a world in which America is so blessed
with so much wealth and so much power,
it is very easy for others to resent us and
to mistake our motives, as we have seen in
recent days. If we want to be in a position
to stand up against ethnic cleansing, against
genocide, against bigotry abroad, we must be
good at home. We must reaffirm the fun-
damental value of community to the Demo-
cratic Party and the American people. And
we must acknowledge that our own history
has given us plenty of humility because of
our history of slavery, and because we, too,
are guilty of cleansing when the American
people pushed the Native American tribes
off their lands without adequate compensa-
tion and without any concern for how they
would govern themselves and make their way
in life so long ago. And we are still living
with the consequences of that.

But I will close with this story to make
this point. If this doesn’t make you proud
to be an American, nothing will. Today, at
the request of Senator Daschle and his col-
leagues, Senator Johnson and Senator
Conrad and Senator Dorgan from North Da-
kota and Senator Baucus from Montana and
Representative Pomeroy from North Dakota,
I met with 19 tribal leaders from Native
American tribes from the high plains of
America. Even more than most other Native
American tribes, they have struggled eco-
nomically. They have not yet felt the wonder-
ful rush of all this economic opportunity and
this very low unemployment rate. Their edu-
cational system still needs improvement.
Their health care needs advances. And I met
with them and listened to them.

But at the end of the presentations, the
person who was their spokesperson stood up
and he said, ‘‘Mr. President, we have seen
America’s long journey, and we have been
a part of it, from the unfortunate beginnings
of our relationship to where we are today,
meeting with the President. And today we
signed a proclamation, all of us tribal leaders,
supporting the United States’ stand against
ethnic cleansing and the murder of innocents
in Kosovo, and I want you to know that.’’
And then—[applause]—oh, it gets better.
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And then another man stood up and he
said, ‘‘Mr. President’’—another tribal lead-
er—he said, ‘‘I have two uncles, one was on
the beach at Normandy in World War II,
the other was the first Native American fight-
er pilot in American military history. My
great-great-grandfather was slaughtered by
the 7th Calvary at Wounded Knee. And I
only have one son. But I have seen America’s
journey, and I would gladly have my son go
fight to protect the Kosovar Albanian Mus-
lims from the fate that we should never see
any people endure again.’’

Remember, look around the room tonight.
It’s the America we want and the world we
will work for. And I think you should have
no doubt about which party is more likely
to give you that future.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:08 p.m. in the
Great Hall at the National Building Museum.

Memorandum on the Combined
Federal Campaign of the National
Capital Area
May 12, 1999

Memorandum for Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: 1999 Combined Federal Campaign
of the National Capital Area

I am delighted that Secretary of Health
and Human Services Donna E. Shalala has
agreed to serve as the Chair of the 1999
Combined Federal Campaign of the National
Capital Area. I ask you to enthusiastically
support the CFC by personally chairing the
campaign in your agency and appointing a
top official as your vice chair.

The Combined Federal Campaign is an
important way for Federal employees to sup-
port thousands of worthy charities. Public
servants not only contribute to the campaign
but also assume leadership roles to ensure
its success.

Your personal support and enthusiasm will
help positively influence thousands of em-
ployees and will guarantee another successful
campaign.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 13. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
memorandum.

Remarks on Departure for Fort
McNair, Maryland, and an Exchange
With Reporters
May 13, 1999

Senate Action on Gun Control Legislation
The President. Good morning. On Mon-

day we brought parents and students, reli-
gious leaders and educators, and representa-
tives of the entertainment and gun industries
to the White House to lay the groundwork
for a national campaign to reduce youth vio-
lence.

We agreed that this was no time to point
fingers or to pass the buck, but instead a time
for everyone to take responsibility. Parents
must take greater responsibility for their chil-
dren’s actions and get more involved in their
children’s lives. The entertainment industry
must do its part.

Even now, in the aftermath of Littleton,
there are some in the entertainment industry
who say there is nothing they can or should
do. But that is wrong. Hundreds of studies
show that the aggregate impact of sustained
exposure to violence over the media to chil-
dren, principally on television but also in the
movies and now in video games, generally
desensitize children to violence and its con-
sequences, and therefore, make the more
vulnerable children more violence-prone.

The entertainment community is helping
parents to limit children’s exposure to vio-
lence. It should also not market indiscrimi-
nate violence to children. If this is a job for
all of society, the entertainment industry is
very much a part of our society and must
do its part.

Perhaps the most courageous statement at
the summit, however, came from representa-
tives of the gun manufacturers. They vowed
to be part of the solution, to work with us
to pass sensible measures to keep guns out
of the hands of criminals and children.

One of the most important measures we
agreed on was legislation to require back-
ground checks at gun shows. In the past 5
years, the Brady law has stopped more than


